School of garage rock
Yoni leviatan just landed the gig of his life: eighth through 12th grades. BY BOB WEINBERG

Touched around a ¢ouple of
s:_m\.mm grained tables n a
nomdescript classroom, o
group of high-school students
grooves (o tunes by The Fray,
Jack's Mannequin, Jet, John
Mayer and even The Beatles and
The Police. Ii's the middle of the
school day, but they re not !louﬁlll_
off — they're in
specifically, th
band class, a th
being offered as part of the
curriculum ot the newly minted
Conservatory Prep Senior High, A
school for ans-minded stadents in
grades § through 12, it's
headquartered at the David
Posnack Jewish Community
Center in Davie and allied with
the University of Miami Online
High School, which oves
operation and offers online
academic courses. At $15,500 a
year, its tuition is comparable 1o
that of many colleges.
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Leviatan, &
Florid

1 workshop

 sha v n.- i, T-shirt and
Jjeans, he could almost pass for one of the
at least one of their hip older brothers
“With really good songwriting,” he instructs his

nts —

“If there’s anything like a level playing field for
up-und-coming musicians, it's MySpace.”
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Hendrix's “The Wind Cri
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“The maost classic song of all tme.”
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behind Py
on The Beatles' 'Y

Just becanse you have
doesn’t mean you have to use them.”

HE DON'T NEED NO EDUCATION
Leviatan knows of what he speaks. The musician
and \.-upuur who grew up in Coral Springs,

Y all there §
1 these [production] 1ools

rﬂlh’l"ﬁul' und Real World®oad ﬁ‘lm i e The
Dusel, 5s well as by the Oxygen Network, To the bes
of his knowledge, it hasn'y aired et *1 don't even
know if they’ll call me and 1211 me. [ hope so,
Leviatan says, washing down o turkey wrap with a

couple of beers at Beef O Brady's after a recent class,
1 bope I'll get notice that it's going 1o be on, but it

might just be that [ get a royalty check or a friend tells
me, “Hey, by the way, it’s on.*

is in the process of recording a solo
Iy submitted “Twentysomething™ for a
d by Broadjam.com, an online indie-
music showease, Winning subrmissions were included
impilation titled College Cre Trudie Rock 101
wias the top vole-getier and
received all kinds of airplay — cially on colle
radio — as the leadoff track to the collection. “It was
peer vaoding, so | like that it wasn't just that someone

yaomethir

said, * peaple
liked it Tike an A " Leviatan says
His garge-band class on the business of music is

particularly instructive because he rely
experiences as an independent artist who managed to
get a tenuous tochold on national fame wsing little
meore than the Intemmet and his own gumption,

“You guys use MySpace™” he asks the students.

“Like every five seconds.” someans answers.

“If there's anything like a bevel playing field [for up-
and-coming musicians], it's MySpace,” he tells them

The singer seenis to have won over some fans among
Conservatory Prep's student body, too. The kids beg
him to perform ot the end of the class, and th
respond enthusiastically o his acoustic ves
“Twentysomething.” Of course, they're also eager 1o
show off their own talents. Belin uno-Piverger, a
shiy 14-year-old, is coaxed into singing an a cappella
rendition of Alicia Keys' "Caged Bird” and delivers a
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Singles lites:
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quiet but emotional read. Brielle Rassker, 15, teeters
on & soft leg cast as she offers what sounds like a very
persanal original song, her pretty voice made more
valnerable by her quavering vibrato, Anired ina
Teshint with cartoons illustrating the phrase “1 don't
give o rat’s ass,” Bob Bergey, 14, gives a heanfelt
rendition of Billy Joel's “Piano Man,” his voice
skightly wrembling as he reads the words off a page he
printed from the Intemet. As the school's literary-
magazine editor, Bergey has impressed his instructors
i e writing mos ?
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To find oul where Yoni Leviatan will be performing,
visit Sonu!ol‘rnm com.
Contact Bob Wainberg at
bwainherg@citylinkmagazing.com.
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